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HE moon, repoſing on yon pine- tree tops, 


With a ſoft radiance ſilvers all the copſe; 


Nor aught is heard above, nor aught below ; 


No flood to murmur, and no gale to blow ; 
But dove-wing'd Silence, hovering o'er the ſcene, 
Sheds a mild grandeur, and a dead ſerene. 


Now, 
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Now, Fancy, lovelieſt of the hook bbs! guide, 
To where old Thames ſurveys bis ; 


othic p pride; 7 


There let me range the ſtatue· glimm- ring pile, 


Down the long horrors of the midnight iſle ; 
Join the fad band, that claſp their Johnſon's urn ; 
With SCIENCE, praiſe him ; and, with VIRTUE, mourn, 


Ev'n there he lies ! the greateſt, and the beſt ; 
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By Genius ilatter'd, and by Power careſs d; ; 
His merits flown to Him, from whom they came; 


And all his honours ſhrunk into 4 name! | 


et fall he not by San 5 ſudden 1 rage, . 


But the flow walte of all-conſuming age; 5 
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And the ſame heay? n, that, in his well-tried _ 
With mis? ry's clouds o 'erhung the paths of truth; 3 


Bade his declining years from ſtruggling ceaſe, 
In the ſmooth vale of . and 5 


* How full of ſadnefs was the morn, that gave 


His mortal part for ever to the grave! 1 


With what deep awe the fable pomp roll'd flow, 


Thro' walks of gazers, and thro? ſtreets of woe! 
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* Can I forget the diſmal night, that gave 
| My ſouls beſt part for ever to the grave! 
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dull indiff rence melted at the view, nr oa bel 
As frjendſhip-tc took a long and laſt adiew;?" 10 ic 
While from the prieſt the folemn ſentence bal. . 515 


Een 


That adds a gueſt to Britain s: deareſt walls; h il 
Mid chiefs, for arms; for juſtice, ſtateſmen priz d 5 


And bards, by him “ again immortaliz d! 


— 


But the loſt ſage, for whom his country mourns, 1 

A laurel, fairer than a bard's, adorns. gh, 2: 

Why droops the luff*rer, his lov'd name to W * 
Eyes the faint babe, and ſheds the deſperate tear ? 


8 * his laſt and greateſt work, The Lives of the Poets. * 2 Performance, to 
which a rival will not eaſily be found, ** any age or country 
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Is't, chat proud d \Genws bail'd him, as, b 0 on? 


Or SCIENCE. plac'd him on her loſtieſt throne? 


That Wrr' s keen breath the living line ſpies, 
And all the Muſes warm with, all their fires Poa 
In want himſelf, he wept a friend's diſtreſs; 5 

His Little ſtill was charitably leſs; > yet 
And, &er a Jolmſon's appetite was . 1 
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A ſtarving Savage ſhar'd the untaſted bread, 


0 Pity, parent of __ bliſs refin'd "OW 55. 5 
2 Wealth can but ſooth, not humanize, the mind! 


Not the light graces of the dancer's bound, 
to Or ſoft Lalia 8 magic-warbling ſound, 
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Can bid the wounded heart forget to bleed; 
Or pay the raptures of one generous deed.: 7 
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In that dire how, when Falſhood Qhrinks with dread, 


| To ſee deſtruQion tott? ring o'er: her head ; 


Applauding Conſcience breath'd a ſacred alm, : 
And Reſignation ſhed her heav 'nly balldY. £ 2's Hud 
Faith cheer'd his ſoul with brighteſt ray ſerene; „ 1 A 


And wond ring Angels eyed the pious ſcene ; 3 
Til the freed ſpirit ſought the blefs'd abode ; Ji 
And hardly trembled to behold his God! 
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Tho he, the child of virtue, be no more, pa 
Others inſpir*d ſhall act his actions o'er ; 
| His 


His laſt dread: precepts ever ſhall ſurvive,” 


5 ot A 


And Johnſon's death ſhall teach the world to live 3 | 
Till Sophiſtry with diſappointment groan, 


To ſee an hoſt of Chriſtians ſpring from one. 
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As ſome tall oak, that had for ages ſtood. 


His crops diminiſhid, and his ſtrength decay d. 


Ev'n from his fall, a nobler ꝓurpoſe knowsz 
And bears the thunder on his -eguntry” 8 Hoes. 
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But * bricht Saint! (if now thy bliſsful ſhade 
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which thy elf haſt made; 9 
C Say, 
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Regard the ſorrows; 
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Say, may a Stranger's murmufs, : 
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Join the ſad chorus of a nation's! 


May he, with trembling feet, approat 
And, whom he hop'd „ d. 
What, tho the Muſe but vainly dec 
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With a gay chaplet's periſhable bloom! 
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Yet ſhall fair TRUTHH in laſting accents tel! 
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Her JOHN SON loſt; his ſacred mem ry 


For ever honour, and for ever weep. 
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This Day is publiſhed by Jong STockvarz, oppoſite Burlington-Houſe, Piccadilly: 
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Printed from the Text of Dr. SAMUEL JOHNSON and GEORGE STEEVENS, Eſq; in 
mch ge volume, octavo, on fine royal paper, and embelliſhed with a ſtriking likeneſs. of the 


0 15 © in boards, WE Fs 3 EM 
14 o 17 6 bound in calf, and lettered, | 
135 o 18 © elegantly bound in calf and gilt, 
2 o 19 © neatly bound in Ruſſia leather, gilt, 
1 1 © neatly bound in vellum, gilt, 
1 III 5 © bound in Morocco extra, 
And 3 3 o bound in tortoiſe-ſhell, 1 | 
%% , ] 
n nr n 
2 8 | INCLUDING THE WHOLE OF HS 
5 ADC TTIOENC >: Compiled from various COMMENTATORS. | 
Nature her pencil to his hand commits, 5 5 


And then in all her forms to this great Maſter fits.” 


ADDRESS To rus PUBLIC. 


A new edition of SHAKSPEARE, and an edition of ſo ſingular a form as the preſent, in which all 
his plays are comprehended in one volume, will, perhaps, appear ſurpriſing to many readers; but, upon 
2 little reflection, their ſurpriſe will, the Editor doubts not, be converted into approbation. . 
Much as SHAKSPEARE has been read of late years, and largely as the admiration and ſtudy of 
him have been extended, there is ſtill a numerous claſs of men to whom he is imperfectly known. Man 
of the middling and lower ranks of the inhabitants of this country are either not acquainted with him 
Ãt all (excepting by name) or have only ſeen a few of his plays, which have accidently fallen in their 
way. It is to ſupply the wants of theſe perſons that the preſent edition is principally undertaken; and 
it cannot fail of becoming to them a perpetual ſource of entertainment and inſtruction. That they will 
derive the higheſt entertainment from it, no one can deny; for it does not require any extraordinary 
degree of knowledge or education to enter into the general ſpirit of SHAKSPEARE. The paſſions 
he defcribes are the paſſions which are felt by every human being; and his wit and humour are not local, 


or confined to the cuſtoms of a particular age, but are ſuch as will give pleaſure at all times, and to 
men of all ranks, from the higheſt to the loweſt, 


But 
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ADDRESS VO Tur PUBLIC .. 


But the inſtrud ion that may be drawn from SHAKSPEARE, is equal. to the. entertainment 


which his wricings afford. He is the greateſt maſter of human nature, and of human Tife, that, per- 
haps, ever exiſted; ſo that we cannot peruſe his works without having our underſtandings conſiderably 


enlarged. Beſides this, he abounds in occaſibnal maxims and refle&ions, which are calculated to 


make a deep impteſſion upon the mind. There is ſcarcely any circumſtance in the common occur. 
rences of the world, on which ſomething may not be found peculiarly applicable in SHAKSPEA 

and at the ſame time, better expreſſed than in any other author. 14 | 

of him, is to contribute to the general improvement. e 
Nor is the utility of the preſent publication confined to perſons of the rank already defcribed ;* it will 


be found ſerviceable to thoſe whoſe ſituations in life have enabled them to purchaſe all the expenſive 
editions of our great Dramatiſt. The book, now offered to the public may commodiouſly be taken into 


a coach or poſt-chaiſe, for amuſement in a journey; or if a company of gentlemen ſhould happen, in 
converſation, to mention SHAKSPEARE, or to diſpute concerning any particular paſſage, a voluma, 


containing the whole of his plays; may, with great convenience, be fetched by a ſervant out of a 


library or cloſet. In ſhort, any particular paſfage may, at all. times, and with eafe, be recurred to, 
It is a compendium, not an abridgment, of the nobleſt of our poets, and a library in a ſingle volume. 

The Editor hath endeavoured to give all the perfection to this work whieh the nature of it can admit. 
The account of his life, which is taken from Rowe, and his laſt will, in reality, comprehend almoſt 
every thing that is Known, - with regard to the perſonal hiſtory of SHAKSPEARE. The anxious 


reſearches of his admirers have ſcarcely been able to collect any farther information concerning him. 
The text in the preſent edition has been given ks it was ſettled by the moſt approved commentators. 


It does not conhſt with the limits of the _ that the notes ſhould be large, or very numerous: 
They have not. I ho xevfF, been wholly: negle&ed. Phe notes whick are ſubjoined are ſuch as were 


neceſſary for the purpoſe of illuſtrating and explaining obſolete words, unuſual phraſes, old cuſtoms, 


and obſcure or diſtant alluſions. In ſhort, it has been the Editor's aim to omit nothing which may 
ſerve to render SHAKSPEARE intelligible to every capacity, and to every claſs of readers. 

Having this view, he cannot heyy Age pe his hopes, that an undettaking, the utility of which 
is fo apparent, will be encouraged by the public; and his confidence of a favourable reception is 


increaſed, by the-conſciouſneſs that the is: mot doing an injury to one. The ſucceſs of the preſent 


volume will not impede the fale of the larger editions of S HAK SPEARE, which will ſtill be 


equally ſought for by thoſe to whom the purchaſe of them may be cohvenient. 


** Gentlemen in the country findin 2 difficulty in procuring the above valuable work” by direct- 


ing a line to Mr. Stockdale, oppoſite Burlington-houſe, Piccadilly, appointing the payment thereof 


in London, ſhall have it immediately forwarded, -carriage paid, to any part of _ Britain, 
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